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March 22, 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide current and accurate information for parents to consider regarding state testing. We 
understand and respect the concerns some parents and guardians may have about testing.  While we encourage test 
participation, we know that there will be parents who decide otherwise. However, when fewer students take the exams, we 
are left with an incomplete picture of how students are learning.  Although we use many data points to identify how 
students are progressing, the information we receive from State Assessment results further enhances our ability to prepare 
students for the high school and beyond. 
 
Our teachers, staff, and administrators do everything we can to make students feel comfortable taking exams. Like any 
test, we ask our students to simply do their best. In response to parent and educator concerns, New York State has also 
made a number of changes to testing over the past few years. These include: 
 

 

 Fewer testing days: Beginning in 2018, the Grades 3–8 ELA and Math tests were reduced from three test sessions 
per subject to only two sessions per subject, meaning each subject will have two days of testing instead of 
three.  With fewer test sessions, the number of test questions has also been reduced, lessening test fatigue for 
students and better enabling them to demonstrate what they know and are able to do. 

 

 Untimed tests: The 2019 Grades 3-8 ELA and Math tests will be untimed as they have been since 2016. In general, 
this means that as long as students are working productively, they will have as much time as they need to complete 
each test session, within the confines of the regular school day. 

 
 More teacher involvement: Hundreds of New York State educators were involved in creating and reviewing 

questions for the 2019 Grades 3-8 ELA and Math tests and selecting the questions for the test forms.   
 

 Early release of test questions and instructional reports: As in recent years, the State Education Department 
plans to have instructional reports returned to teachers by the end of the school year and release at least 75% of 
the test questions to inform instructional decisions.  Also, like last year, the 2019 Score Reports for parents will 
feature an updated clear design with more information about what students should know and be able to do at each 
grade level.  

 

 Results not tied to evaluations: The 2019 Grades 3–8 ELA and Math test results will not be used to evaluate 
teachers or principals. 
 

Please see the list of testing dates below:   
 
April 2 & April 3, 2019 ELA testing, May 1 & 2, 2019 Math testing, May 22 & 23 grade 4 science performance 

and June 3, 2019 science written test.   
 
Please visit www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us for additional information on the State Assessments.  Should you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact me at 845-895-7250.  We are looking forward to a positive experience for our 
students as we learn more about our instructional outcomes via assessment data, classroom performance and your 
extremely valuable input.  Thank you for your continued support! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Monica Hasbrouck 
Principal 

         

 

http://www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us/

